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A KINGDOM. | 


RE AT Art is 3 to 
88 overn our Exgliſh People, 
N or a ſmall matter puts them 
W out of Temper, and when 
they are diſpleas'd, *tis a hard Task 
to get them into a good Humour. The 
EKEings of Great Britain have worn their 
Crowns not without Trouble and 
Care, and ſome have loſt their King- 
doms by Mifmanagement, while others 

have found it the greateſt Difficulty to 
keep upon the Throne uy n the Ac- 
count of Ill HOP, ac 
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wiſe Head, a Religious and good 
Monarch, ſuch as the Nation is now 
bleſt with, to Rule over us, ſo as 
Both Prince and Subject may be 
happy. | 


The Inſurrections, Revolutions, De- 


throning of Princes, that have been not 


only in the Britiſß Kingdoms, but all 
over the Univerſe, demonſtrate that 
tis much eaſier to be Govern'd than to 
Govern ; And that the Glory and Gran- 
deur of a Court does not compenſate 
and make Return equal to the Burden 
that lies upon Goverment. 


It therefore becomes every good Sub- 
jeck, as in Duty bound, to contribute 
as much as he can, to the Happineſs 


of his Sovereign, by Loyalty and Obe- 


dience; And not make the Crown fit 
uneaſy upon his Princes Head by Ani- 


moſities and Party-Diviſions. Tumul- 


tuous Inſurrections and open Rebellion. 


We ought to look upon ſuch Baſe and 


Villainous Practices with the utmoſt 
Horror and Diſdain, and uſe our un- 
wearied Indeavours to bring the Abet- 


7 ters of ſych Villany to their Condign 


Puniſh- 


E 
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Puniſhment. Tis enough for Princes 
to be call'd to an Account, if the Peo- . 
ple, have any ſuch Power, when they 
break thro? the Conſtitution of their 
Government, and not be made uneaſy 
upon every groundleſs Jealouſie and 
the unreaſonable Diſcontent df every 
Capricious Malecontent, Our Egli 
Hiſtories will afford. a ſufficient Num- 
ber of Inſtances, to the great Misfor- 
tune of thoſe unhappy Monarchs who 
have not rul'd well, that the Whole 
Legiſlative Power is not to be,impos'd 
upon, and that the Liberties and Pro- 
perties of the People are not to be 
taken away at the Pleaſure of any one 
Perſon; And our wiſe and Gracious 
Sovereign, whoſe Superiour and Pene- 
trating Genius renders him truly ſeg- 
ſible of this, has not only confirm'd our 
Liberties and Properties both Reli- - 
gious and Civil by his Faichful and 
Royal Promiſe, but alſo his prudent 
and gentle Government, We have a 
moſt Glorious ProſpeQ of being a hap- 
py Body under this good Head. 


Our wiſe and good King will never 
fear ſplitting upon that Rock of diſ- 
obliging his Subjects and Alienating 

| A 2 their 
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their Affections by Tyranny and Op- 
| 183 He has given demonſtrable 
roofs of his Paternal Love for his Sub- 
jects in his paſt Reign over his own 
native Country, which for our Preſer- 
vation „And to our great Joy he has 
left, tho to their great Heart- breaking 
and inexpreſſible Sorrow. Vet they are 
not Deſtitute and Comfortleſs, for he 
ſtill warms them with the Beams of 
his Benignity, tho? they cannot ſhare 
with us the Ineftimable Bleſſing of 
his Royal Preſehce. Thus we ſee how 
we are like to be bleſt by his Majeſty's 
Swaying the Scepter and holding the 
Reins of Government; But it we look 
back into ſome Former Reigns, we 
| ſhall behold nothing, but a Scene of 
Miſeries, Kings oppreſſing their Sub- 
jets and People Rebeling againſt their 
Sovereigns ; This will be made more 
apparent by laying before the Reader 
a ſhorc view of the fatal Miſcarriages 
of ſome Britiſh Kings, and the Falſe 
Steps which others took to deſtroy their 
cwn and their Subjects Happineſs. And 
this will be of further uſe fo ſhew what 
Sort of Goverment ſuits beſt with the 
©gliſþ Conſtitution, and how the Na- 
tives here are to be manag'd. - 
Mt % 2 
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We are a ſort of Fickle People, and 
there is a nicety in hitting our Temper; 
tho? we live in a Temperate Climate, 
yet we are warm in Nature, ſoon ſet 
on Fire, preſently Flame out, and our 
Heat is not not fo eaſily extingui{}'d. 
This I think is not to be denied from 
thoſe Civil-Wars that have been in this 

Kingdom. | ent; 
The Reign of Henny the III. was 
very long, and withal very Trouble- 
ſome; For in his Time there was great 
a Concourſe of Foreigners in England, 
Who crept into all Places of Profit; For 
the Pope ſent at one Time three hun- 
dred Italians, who being admitted in- 
to Church Benefices, did ſo lay about 
them, that their Yearly Rents amount- 
ed to ſixty thouſand Marks of Silver, 
which was a greater Revenue than the 
Crown had, at that Time, and by 
Reaſon of the Prodigality of the King, 
tho? he conſtantly burthen'd the Peo- 
ple with Taxes, He was always in great 
want of Money. Add to this that he 
married the Daughter of the Earl of 
Provence, who having abundance of- 
r Kindred, they enrich'd them- 
ſelves out of the Treaſury of the King. 
This cauſed at laſt an open War be- 


twixt 


(6) 
twixt the King and .his Nobles which 
was called the Barons War, of which 
there were more than one. In this 
War the King was taken Priſoner tho' 
afterwards he was releafed by Prince 
Edward his Son. The Remarks to be 
made upon this Reign are plain and 
obvious, as firſt that the People of this 
Nation in thoſe Days did not care that 
Foreigners ſhould come to eat the 
Bread out of Exzgliſh Mouths, nor reap 
the Profits of their Native Country. 


But to prevent any Complaints of 
this Nature, our Legiſlative Power has 
ſettled an Act of Limitation, to keep 
Strangers out of Places, and his Ma- 


— 


jeſty has ſo much Wiſdom and Good- 


neſs, notwithſtanding the (ly Inſinua- 


tions of ſome Evil Men, as never to 
break thro? the Settlement, by which 
he came to the Crown. Nor, Second- 
ly can the Engliſþ bear any heavy Im- 
poſitions and ſevere Taxes; withaut 
great Uneaſinels and ſometimes Re- 
bellion, as it happen'd in this as well 
as ſome other Reigns, but our So- 
vereign has been ſo tender over his 
Subjects, as he ſtrives to the utmoſt to 
eaſe them of their Burdens by encoura- 


ging 
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ing their Trade, and keeping up a 
good and friendly Correſpondence with 
the Foreign Princes. IN 


The Reign of Edward the Second is 
- a ſufficient Proof, that Subjects Love 
to have their Kings Favors equally 
diſpers'd amongſt them, and care not 
that one ſhould ſhare more of their 
Princes Affection than Another; and 
when ever a Sovereign has a Darling at 
Court, and betrays his Inclinations by 
too great diſtinguiſhing Marks of Kind- 
neſs, it often creates Enemies both to 
himſelf and Favourite. This was the 
Occaſion of thoſe Troubles, which this 
crown'd Head met with at Home up- 
on the Account of Gaveſton and Spen- 
fer. His coronation was delay'd for 
fome time by means of che Former, 
nor could he attain the Crown till 
the Lords had obtain'd a Promiſe 
from him that Gaveſton ſhould be ba- 
nifſh*d the Kingdom, The Promiſe he 
made, tho he did not performe it, till 
he was driven to it by Compulſion, by 
winch we may learn how dear Kings 
pay for breaking thro? what they 
ſhould hold Sacred and Inviolate, for 
this Monarch ſuffered very much by 


It, 
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it, as will appear ; twice this unhappy: 
Man, as too often great Favourites 
are unhappy, was condemn'd to Exile, 
tho' he return'd again; which ſo ex- 
aſperated the Barons, that nothing 


could pacify them, till they ſaw him 


beheaded, who was lov'd by the King 
to Admiration. Spenſer growing as 
much in Favor as Gaveſton had done 
before, rais'd another Diſcontent, and 
ſet the Lords againſt the King again, 
ſo that they took up Arms and ſell in- 
to open Rebellion. The King fo ma- 
nag d his Affairs, that he got the ber- 
ter, for the Lords humbled themſelves, 
his Majeſty receiv'd them into Favor 
and granted their Demands. The 
Lords confederate again to have Spenſer 
and his Father banith'd,. which at laſt 
they obtain with much Difficulty, but 
the King ſoon revok'd it. The Queen 
| likewiſe pretending that the Spezſers 
had alienated the Kings Love from her, 
retir'd firſt into France, and from. thence 
into Haynault, and returning with an 
Army took the King Priſoner , and 
caus'd the Spenſers to be executed. The 
King was carried from Place to Place, 
and ſhamefully abuſed during his Im- 
priſonment, having been forced * 
by 
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by the Parliament to reſign the King 
dom to his Son Edward. At laſt about 
{ix Months after his Depoſition, he 
was barbarouſly murder'd, having a red 
hot Iron thruſt up his Fundament by 
the Keeper while he was in Priſon. 
Thus we fee what a miſerable End 
this unhappy Monarch came to, how 
the Fondneſs of his Affection expos'd 
him to, and made him fall by, the 
worſt of Cruelties. | 


That by being too good a Friend 
to ſome, he made others, his great 
Enemies, and by giving too liberally 
to others, he loft all he had him- 
ſelf. His Kingdom and Life went 
together, and he loſt too the moſt 
valuable Things in this World for 
two particular Favourites. Intereſt 
was ſuch a Prevailing Principle then, 
that Courtiers could never bear to be 
outrival'd in their Prince's Affection, 
they knew the Kings Favour always 
carried Profit along with it, and we 
find in the Reign of Edward the ſecond, 
there was a ſet of Men, who made 
the King loſe his Life, when once 
they loſt his Ear, *Tis a great Pru- 
dence in crown'd Heads to get the 
B Love 
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Love of their Subjects, but they muft 
not gain the Hearts of ſome by loo- 
ling the Aﬀections of others. Such a 
Purchaſe is often bought too dear, and 
we ſee the Bargain has prov'd Fatal. 


A wile Prince does ſo equally di- 
vide his Favors, that all about him 
{ſhall have Occaſion to be Thankful, 
and none to be diſcontented. He renders 
all' his Subjects happy, and oppreſſes 
none to raiſe up others; All are Ga- 
veſtons and Spencers to him that de- 
ſerve his Love, and He is a Terror 
to none but the Evil Doers. He rewards 
Men for their Merit, and not for his 
Fancy, He (like our King) chooſes wiſe 
Men for the Adminiſtration of his Go- 
vernment, and to ſuch he ſays as Pha- 
roh did to Joſeph. For as much as God 
hath ſhewed thee all this, there is none ſo 
diſcreet and wiſe as thou art, thou (halt 
be over my Houſe, and according unto 
thy Word ſhall all my People be rul'd, 
only in the Throne will I be greater than 
thou. Wiſe and good Men are ſuch 
as 'a diſcerning Prince chooſes for 
States-Men, and none but theſe can 
entitle themſelves to his Favor. And 
when he does make choice. of ſuch, 


His 
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His Liberality is proportion'd accord- 
ing to their Merit. And Pharaoh 


zook off his Ring from his Hand, and 
put it upon Joleph's Hand and arayed 
him in Veſtares of fine Linen, and put 
a Gold Chain * his Neck ,. and he 
made him to ride in the ſecond Chariot 


that he had: And they cried before him 


bow the Kee: And he made him Ruler 
over all the Land of Egypt. When 
Officers of State adminiſter well, and 
Men ſerve their Country Faithfully, 


they rarely want Encouragement, and 


ſeldom fail of Reward, we have a 


living Inſtance of this, when both the 


Crown and Parliament joyn'd toge- 
ther to make Return equal. to the - 
many Succeſles of a certain great Ge- 
neral; So that the whole Nation is 
unanimous in recompenſing the Works 
of the Meritorious, 


But when a Crown'd Head has a 
Favourite to the Prejudice vt the 
Subjects, and the Diſadvange of the 
Kingdom, then the whole Body po- 
litick reſent it, and revenge them- 


ſelves upon Both. 
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This I think was apparent in the 
Days of Edward the Third, who was 
very young when he came to the 
Crown, ſo that the Adminiſtration of 
the Government was during his Mi- 
nority, committed to his Mother, and 
manag'd under her chiefly by her 
Favourite Roger Mortemer. At the very 
Beginning of her Adminiſtration ſhe 
made a diſhonourable Peace with 
Scotland, whereby. Edward: renounc'd 
the Sovereignty and all other Preten- 
ſions upon that + and the 
Scots gave up their Title to Caumber- 
land and Northumberland. This and 
ſome other Matters laid to their 
Charge, was the Reaſon why ſome 

Lears after the Queen was condemn'd 
to a perpetual Impriſonment, and 
Mortimer was executed. Our Sovereign 
is ſo wiſe as to give no Occaſion of 
Complaint upon this Topick ; He cir- 
culates his Favours among his Sub- 
jects to the utmoſt of his Royal 
Power, he has no Prime Miniſter, tor 
the Treaſury is in the Hands of 
Commiſhoners, whereby, is Manifeſt 
his Majeſty is willing to oblige all 
he can.. He is ſo good and Conde- 
ſcending that he viſits his Nobles from 
| e ; Houſe 
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Houſe to Houſe and ingratiates him- 
ſelf into the Hearts of all his People. 
He values no Guards, but in his Gra- 
cious Viſits leaves them at Home, 
commits himſelf to his Subjects, whoſe 
Love he has ſecur'd, and this will 
always prove his beſt Safe-Guard, 
May he be as Victorious as ever Ed- 
ward the Third was, into whoſe Reign 
we have now brought the Reader, 
may He be as great a Terror to his 
Enemies, ſhould he have any, as ever 
this Prince was, and make thoſe who 
delight in War, be glad to ſue for 
Peace. What a Glorious Reign was 
this when Edward the Third had no 
leſs than two Crown'd Heads Priſoners 
in his own Kingdom, and theſe were 
David King of Scotland and John King 
of France. Theſe felt how great the 
the Powerof England was whea ſhe had 
a Monarch that reign'd with Prudence 
and fought with Valour. But thanks 
be to Providence that we are bleſt with 
a Prince, whoſe: Heroiek Virtues are 
as great, as thoſe of this or any other 
Monarch can be. And as his preſent 
Majeſty's Reign was begun and docs 
ſtill continue in Peace, may it always 
remain Peaceable, and may his * 


r 
be never diſturb'd upon the Account 

of ſhewing that Valour, which all that 
have the Honour of Knowing him 

know him to be Maſter of. They pay 
too dear for Honour, who purchaſe it 
at the Expence of Blood and Treaſure, 
who depopulate their Kingdoms and 
Impoveriſh their Subjects. Our Gra- 
cious Sovereign lays better Things to 


Heart, and endeavours to enrich his 


Dominions by the Incouragement of 
Trade and Improving the Peace, nor 
will he ever go to War, unleſs he has 
juſt Occaſion, and when that will be 
he and the Parliamentjare the fitteſt 


Judges. He conſults the good of his Peo- © 


ple and will avoid thoſe Errors which 
{ome of his Predeceſſors committed. 
He'll keep no Favourites to the diſad- 
vantage either of Himſelf or Subjects, 
nor ſhall any of them be inſulted or in- 
be by any that bear Authority under 

im. 

Had Richard the Second obſerv'd 
theſe Maxims, he had not fallen into 
. thoſe Misfortunes, which proved not 
only very troubleſome, but Fatal. In 
his Reign there were great Inteſtine 
Commotions; For in Rent and other 
Neighbouring Counties, there was on 

OY "Bs 
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Iaſurrection of the Rabble, occaſion'd 
by the Inſolence of one of the Re- 
ceivers of the Poll-Tax : This Mobb's 
Intention was to have murther'd both 
the Nobility and Clergy, except the 
Mendicant Fryers; but they were ſoon 

reſtrain'd by the Kings Valour. HoW- 
ever there wete continual Diſcontents 
betwixt the King and his Lords. The 
King being reſolv'd to rule according 
to his Pleaſure, and to maintain his Fa- 
vourites againſt his Lords, who were 
for removing his Favourites and bring- 
ng his Royal Power into a more 
narrow Compaſs by the Authority of 
the Parliament; But it was the Kings 
Cuſtom as ſoon as the Parliament 
was diſſolv'd, to reverſe all that was 
concluded upon before, yet once the 
Parliament got him at an Advantage, 
when it forc'd him to permit moſt of 

his Favourites to be either executed or 
baniſh'd; and oblig'd him by an Oath 
aP promiſe, that he would adminiſter 

"he Government according to the Ad- 

vice of his Lords. tech NE 


Not long after that a Cogſpiracy 
among the Lords againſt him was dif- 
cover'd, and a great many of them 
* | | 2 
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paid for it with their Heads. In fine 
the King ſeem'd then to have maſter'd 
his Enemies, but he was nevertheleſs 
ruin'd at laſt, which was occaſion'd 
thus: Henry Duke of Lancaſter ac- 
cuſed the Duke of Norfolk, as if he 
had ſpoken ill of the King ; The latter 
giving the Lye to the Former, one 


challeng'd the other, but the Duel was 


prevented by the Kings Authority, 
who baniſh'd them both out of the 
Kingdom. Henry of Lancaſter retir'd 
into Fance, and rais'd there a Faction 
againſt the King, by inviting all diſ- 


affected Perſons to joyn him, who 


promis'd to ſet him on the Throne 
of England. He landed but with a 
few in England, but at a Time, as 
King Richards ill Fortune would have 
it, when he was in Ireland: and the 
Wind proving contrary, he could not 


have Notice of His Enemies Arrival 


in Ezgland till ſix Weeks after, which 
gave them Opportunity, and Leiſurggy 


to ſtrengthen their Party. The King 
alſo committed a great Error , fot 
that he afterwards, againſt his Pro- 
miſe, tarry*d too long in Ireland, which 
was the Cauſe, that ſuch Forces as 
were brought together by his Friends, 

| whom 
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whom he had ſent before, were again 
diſpers?d before his Arrival in Exgland. 
Coming afterwards in Perſon into Eng. 
land, and being inform'd how Power- 
ful his Enemies were, he deſpair'd of 
his Affairs, and having diſmiſs'd his 
Forces, that were ready to fight for 
him till the laſt Gaſp, he was made 
Priſoner. Henry of ' Lancaſter calling 
immediately hereupon 'a Parliament, 
a great many Things were objected 
to Richard; and hs was declared to 
have forfeited the Crown. But bes 
fore this Reſolution was publiſh'd, 
he-relign'd of his own Accord, and 
was not long alter, barbarouſly mur- 
der'd in Priſon. Sure they. knew not 
in thoſe Days that Kings were God's 
Vicegerents, and the Lords Anointed. 
We may leara from this Reign, 
that Officers who act under Royal 
Authority, ought to have a ſpecial Re- 
gard to their Conduct, and ſhould 
treat their Fellow Subject with Civi- 
liry and Reſpect, for we may fee that 
a ſmall Spark {ome times occaſions a a 
great Fire; the whole Nation was put. 
into Convulſions by the Rudeneſs and 
Inſolence of a * Gatherer, and 
5 | 2 tho? 
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tho' the Diſturbance began at the 
Tale of Authority, yet it affected bot 
the Body and Head. 1 
Twas a ſingle Perſon that firſt 
rais'd the Commotion, but the Con- 
{ſequence was ſo great, that the Re- 
bels encreas'd to the Number of thir- 
ty Thouſand, came to London, deſtroy- 
ed the Savoy, the Duke of e 
Houſe, went to the Tower, abus'd 
the Kings Mother, beheaded the Lord 


Chancellor and Treaſurer, and inſult- 
ed the King. 178051 by 


His preſent. Majeſty has been very 
careful in the Preventing of Tumulcs 
and Inſurrections, by the Proclamations 
he has publiſh'd for that Purpoſe, and 
the ſtrict Charge he has given to all 
Magiſtrates and Officers, peaceably and 
quietly to diſcharge their Duty in 
their ſeveral Stations, commanding 
them to ſee theſe his Orders punctu- 
ally obſerved and obey'd. And if 
they will but follow the Example of 
their Sovereign , they have a Royal 
Pattern for Imitation, as well as Com- 
mands for Obedience. For his Go- 
vernment is mild and eaſy, and more 

; per- 
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*Perſuaſive than Commanding , and 
therefore if any under Him ſhoald 
grow Inſolent and Inſult, their Be- 
| Atm is not learnt from the Throne. 
Another Inference to be drawn fram 
this Reign is, the Danger of Kings fall- 
ing out with their Parliament, and 
not performing their Royal Promiſes. 
This was the Occaſion of great Trou- 
bles to Richard the Second. For when 
the Parliament found, that after their 
Seſſion, the King broka thro' whatſo- 
ever he promis'd, and diſanull'd what- 
ever he had done in Parliament, they 
quickly ſhew'd their Power and made 
him ſenſible that they were a Body 
too conſiderable to be. trifled with, 
and that whatſoever He and they 

had enacted, was not to be repeal'd 
without their. Conſent; that whenſo- 
ever he broke thro? the Conſtitution, 
tlie Crown would immediatly ſhake 
upon his Head, and ſo terribly did 
they make it ſhake, that at laſt it fell 
off and he himſelf feli a Sacrifice to his 
own Subjects. Laſtly we may learn 
how neceſſary Royal Preſence is upon 
the' Throne, for when the King was 
in Ireland, his Enemies here took an 
Advantage of it, ſtrengthen'd them- 
| 2 felyes, 
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ſelves, roſe up in open Rebellion, firft 
dethroned him, and after that barba- 
rouſly Murder'd him. 3 
In the Reign of Richard the Third, 
we have a Remarkable Inſtance of a 
wicked Prince, and the juſt Puniſh» 
ment that attended his unjuſt Actions. 
And alſo a Proof that the Exgliſß love 
to have a Man of Merit and Goodneſs 
for their Sovereign, and hate a Uſurper 
and Tyrant. This will be confirm'd 
by giving the Reader a little Sketch 
of that notorious: Reign. After the 
Death of Edward the Fourth, his Son 
Edward the-Fifth, a Child of eleven 
Years of Age, was proclaim'd King, 
but ſcarce enjoyed this Title ten 
Weeks; For his Uncle Richard, Duke 
of Glouceſter, the moſt barbarous 
Man that ever the World beheld , 
immediately made it his Buſineſs to 
ſet the Crown upon his own Head: 
With this View he firſt of all, ſecur'd 
to himſelf the Tuition of the Kings 
and- his Brothers Perſons, by making 
away their moſt truſty Friends, 
Afterwards. by the help of ſome ill 
Men he. got it ſpread abroad, that 
Edward the Fourth, was born in Adul- 
tery, and that conſequently th ä 
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did of Right belong to himſelf, At 
laſt the Duke of Buckingham inſinuated 
to the Lord Major of London, that the 
Crown ought to be offered to Richard, 
and his Propoſal being approv'd by 
the Acclamations of a tew Villains, ſet 
on ſor that. purpoſe, ir was divulg'd 
that the People had conferr'd the 
Crown upon Richard. Having: by theſe 
Intrigues obtain'd the Crown, Richard 
the Third, got himſelf proclaim'd King; 
And being Crown'd he caus'd the 
Innocent Edward the Fifth, and his 
Brother, to be cruelly murder d. But 
ſoon after his Coronation a Difference 
roſe between him and the Duke of 
Bucbingham, Who had been chiefly 
Inſtrumental in ſetting him upon the 
Throne. Upon this Buckingham: left the 
Court and began to make a Party 
againſt the King, with an Intention 
to ſet the Crown upon the Head of 
Henry Earl of Richmand, who was then 
an Exile in Brita; But tho? the 
Duke of Buckingham*s Plot was diſco- 
ver'd, and he beheaded, . yet was not 
the Deſign ſtopt; for the Earl of Rich. 
mand ſet ſail with a great Fleet our, 
of Britamy, but being driven by con- 
trary Winds on the Coaſts of Norman- 
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dy he ſought Aid of Charles the Eighth 
King of France, which he readily grant- 
ed him. A great many Exgliſh went over 
and {wore Allegiance to him, he pro- 
miſing them upon Oath that he would 
marry the Princeſs Elizabeth, Daugh- 
ter of Edward the Fourth, But Henry was 
within an Ace of being delivered up to 
Richard by the Treachery of one Pieter 
Landen, Treaſurer of the Duke of Bri- 
tany, who had received a great Sum 
of Money from Richard for undertaking 
it, fer which Reaſon he was afterwards 
hang'd by his Maſters Order. Richard 
had alſo an Intention of . Marrying the 
Princeſs Elizabeth, and therefore had 
privately made away his Former Lady, 
but was oblig'd to delay the Conſum- 
mation of the Match, by Reaſon of 

the approaching Danger from Heyry, 

who to Pe His intended Match, 
did in all Haſt fail out of Fauce and 
landing in Wales, was kindly received 
by the greateſt Part of-that Country. 

Not long after he gave Battle to 
Richard at Boſworth, where William Stan- 
ly, with ſome thouſands of Men went 
over to Henry; and 'a great many of 
Richara's Soldiers refuſing to fight, 
Richard himſelf was lain in the — 

an 
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and his Crown being immediately put 
upon Henrys Head in the very Field 
of Battle, he was proclaim'd with 
great Applayſe. _ | 
We ſee from this ſhort Account of 
| Richard the Third, how unjuſtly and 
ſhamefully he came to the Throne; 
He {tuck at no manner of Wicked- 
neſs to attain his End. What unna- 
tural Injuſtice and inhuman Barbari- 
ty was he guilty of, firſt to caſt a 
Scandal upon his own Mother and then 
cruelly murder his Nephews ? He 
made his Mother a Harlot, his Bro- 
ther a Baſtard, to make himſelf a King. 
But juſtice followed him cloſe: at his 
Heels, for tho? Blood-ſhed brought him 
to the Throne, yet Blood-ſbed carried 
him off. There is an Over-ruling Pro- 
vidence in the Diſpoſal of Kingdoms, 
and no Prince is fure of a Crown, be- 
- Cauſe he has it in preſent poſſeſſion. 
A juſt Title, and a wiſe and good Go- 
vernment, by which a King ſecures the . 
Hearts of his Subjects, are his beit 
Securities. Theſe are what his pre- 
ſent Majeſty is bleſt with, witneſs his 
Peaceable and quiet Acceſſion to theſe 
-Domigions, and his proſperous and 
happy Reign. Our Days ate not ſpent 
TIL p | . ( as 
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(as were thoſe of the Edwards and 
the Henries) in Fighting about the 
Title of our Sovereign. How miſer- 
ably torn to Pieces was Exgland by the 
Fatal and Bloody Wars betwixt the 
Houſes of Lancaſter and Tork, the Firſt 
whereof bore 4a Red, the Latter a 
White Roſe in their Shields. Henrg 
the Fourth, of the Houſe: of Lancaſter, 
drove Richard the Second from the 
Throne. Edward the Fourth, of the 
Houſe of Jork, dethron'd again his 
Grand-Son, Heury the Sixth; and Henry 
the Seventh, of the Houſe of Lancaſter, 
took from Edward the Fourth's Bro- 
ther, Richard the Third, both his Crown 
and Life. Theſe were the unhappy 
Quarrels in thoſe Times, that turn'd 
this Nation into Blood and Miſery, 
Confuſion: and Ruin. Thanks be to 
God the preſent Pretender is kept out, 
our King is ſettled upon the Throne, 
and we Favs now no Quarrels of this 
Nature. Let not the odious Diſtinction 
of Whig and Tory make us uneaſy, and 
we have nothing elſe to raiſe a Diſpute. 
Let not our private Views and In- 
tereſts diſturb the Peace of the Na- 
tion, and we ſhall be a happy People 
under our gracious Sovereigng. 
| Heury 
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Henry the Seventh, ſettled the State 
of this Kingdom, by his ſingular Wiſ- 
dom, the greateſt Domeſtick Diſtur- 
bances he met with were only two, 
thoſe of Lambert Symnel and Perkin 
Warbeck, both Pretenders to the Crown 
of England. The Firſt was a Bakers 
Son, who took upon him the Name 
and Perſon of Edward Earl of Warwick. 
Margaret, Widow to Charles Duke of 
Bargandy and Siſter to Edward the 
Fourth, who was of the Tork Line, 
was the chief Encourager of this 
Impoſture. 'For as there had been 
great Diſputes berween the two Houſes 
of Tor and Lancaſter, fo this Lady 
could have no great Reſpect to Henry 
who deſcended from the Lancaſter Fa- 
mily, and therefore out of ReſpeC to 
the one and Revenge to the other, ſhe 
ſet up this Pretender againſt Henry 
the Seventh. Symnel's Intereſt was ſo 
great, that he got himſelf proclaim'd 
King in Ireland, rais d an Army there, 
and tranſported the fame over to Eng- 
land. But Henry overcame him in 
Battle, took him Priſoner and made him 
a turn Spit in his Kitchin, The ſame 
Dutcheſs ſet up the other Impoſtor 
Perkin Warbeck, he aſſumes ro him- 
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ſelf the Name of Richard, and the Ho- 
nour of being a younger Son of Edward 
the Fourth. He manag'd himſelf with 
ſo great Art and Deſign, that he work'd 
himſelf very much into the Favour of 
the Iriſh. He was entertain'd by the 
King of France, and afterwards by the 
King of Scotland, who married him to 
the Earl of Stanley's Daughter, but a 
Peace being made between Scotland 
and Exglana, Perkin was thruſt out of 

Scotland; From thence he retir'd in- 
to Ireland, and there he gain'd a con- 

ſiderable Party, which having done 
he came over to Coruwall and caus'd 
himſelf to be proclaim'd King. His 
Intereſt wasnot ſo great as he expected, 
and the Kings Party preſt ſo hard up- 
on him, that he was forc'd to take 
Sanctuary at a Church at Beauly, it 
IT miſtake not, and ſurrender him- 
ſelf a Priſoner. He was after this ſent 
to the Tower, but endeavouring twice 
to make his Eſcape, was taken and 
at the laſt executed. 


After him indeed came a Third 
Pretender, one Ralph Willford, but he 
was ſoon catcht in his own Snares 
and hang'd, How happy was it _ 

the 
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the preſent Pretender had not Intereſt 
enough to bring him over to Exgland, 
whole Preſeace and Invalion would - 
have put this Nation into Civil- Wars, 
and made Blood run down our Streets 
like Water. We muſt then . have loſt 
our Liberty and Property, and gi- 
ven up our all to Popiſh Tyranny 
and Oppreſhon. But Thanks be to 
Providence we have a Proteſtant Prince 
ſettled upon the Throne, who is a De- 
fender of our Faith and Protector of 
our Priviledges; And let never ſo ma- 
ny Pretenders riſe up, he has ſo won 
the Hearts of his Subjects, that none can 
alienate their Affections from his Royal 
Perſon. They may aim at his Crown 
but without Succeſs, they may pretend, 
but can do nothing more. Our So- 
vereign has ſo rooted himſelf in the 
Love of his People, that 'tis impoſſi- 
ble to work him out of their Favour. 


No falſe Surmiſes, no evil Reports 
will make him loſe the Eſteem of good 
Men, bur all unanimoully ſay Goa fave 
King GEORGCE, lung may he reign, 
and may there never be wanting any of 
his Poterity to ſit upon the Engliſh 
Throne, The Engliſb are naturally a- 
£9 5 vers'd 
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vers'd to a Popiſh Sovereign, our 
Forefathers have felt ſuch Severities, 
and their Children have heard ſuch 
fearful Stories, which have been de- 
| liver'd down to us, nay ſome of us 
have ſeen ſuch Things , that we ſhall 
never be reconciPd to a Roman Ca- 
tholick Prince. But add to all this 
that ſo many Church-Lands are im- 
propriated among the Laity, which 
would be reſtor'd to the Church, ſhould 
Popery be re- eſtabliſh'd, that we need 
never fear our Sovereign will be in 
Danger. And when ever I hear'd of 
the Pretenders coming, I thought this 
Nation fate upon this Account, and 
that the Proteſtant Succeſſion would 
never be in any great Danger. But 
it was good, to provide againſt the 
Worſt, and we could not make our 
ſelves too ſecure. Enemies we had, 
tho* it was not much in their Power 
to hurt us, as ſeem'd plain enough by 
his Majeſties Peaceable and quiet Ac- 
ceſſion to the Throne. 


Hezry the Eighth, created ſome Trou- 
ble to himſelt, by making Alterations 
in Religion, and Diſpoſſeſſing Religi- 
ous Men of their Revenues, which 

| 5s was 
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was ocfaſioned. partly out of Policy, 
and partly Revenge. For hen the Pope 
would not grant a Bull for divorcing 
him from his firſt Wife Catherine, 
he turn'd the Monks out of England, 
fearing they might prove Pernicious 
to him, becauſe they depended upon 
the Pope. But tho' he expell'd them his 
Country, he gave them Leave to retire 
where they pleas'd, which having done 
he ſeiz'd upon their Eſtates, and con- 
verted them to his own uſe. 0 
He took the Profits of the Nunne- 
ries and Convents, Colleges and Chap- 
pels, as alſo, thoſe of the Order of the 
Knights of St. John of Jeruſalem, tho?. 
he employed ſome Part of them to the 
EreCting of fix new Epiſcopal Sees and 
Cathedral Churches, and to the Ad- 
vancement of Learning in the Univer- 
ſity. So that in the midſt of Injuſtice, 
he did ſome good, this might be more 
out of Policy than Conſcience, to ſtop 
the Mouths of the Church Men , who 
could not but cry out aloud. againſt 
him for his Sacrilege, and the Injury 
he had done to the Eccleſiaſtichs. 
But this he did to appeaſe their An- 
ger, while on the other Hand he gave 
or ſold for little Money the n 
F ny art 
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Part of theſe Lands to great Eamilies, 
intending hereby to oblige them tor 
the future to maintain the Alterations 
he had made. He alſo: aboliſh'd the 
Superſtitious Worſhip of Images, and 
made ſome other Changes in Reli- 
gion, ſo that he in a manner laid the 
Ground. Work and Foundation of a 
Reformation. But we may ſee how 
much People are avers'd to Alterati- 
ons, and how greatly they are in- 
deared to Antiquity and common Cu- 
ſtoms; they care not to change tho 
it be for the better, they prefer Anti- 
ent Error before novel Truth; this 
ſhould be a Leſſon for Kings to keep 
up old Laws and Cuſtoms, Sacred and 
inviolate, and never break thro? them, 
hut upon abſolute Neceſſity, and when 
unqueſtionably. for the good of the 
Country. Nothing could be more 
rea ſonable than a Reformation of Re- 
Higion inthe Days of Heur) the Eighth, 
when this Land was overſpread with 
Ignorance , Idolatry and Superſtition. 
But as juſtifiable, and as reaſonable, as 
this was in it ſelf, let Henrys Deſigns 
be what it would, it created great 
Diſturbances in the Nation, and brought 
England to a miſerable Condition. Not 
ä * 1 
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a ſmall Number of the Roman-Ca- 
tholicks retus'd to acknowledge the 
King for the Supream Head, ſtanding 
up (till for the Pope's Supremacy, tor 
which they were executed; as were 
many more Proteſtants for not embra- 
cing the Doctrin of Tranſubſtantiation. 
Here was the Fault of this King, that 
when he began to reform, he did not 
go thro' with his Reformation, as far 
as there was need; had he done 
this, he had made his Religion pure 
and orthodox, and ſav'd the Lives of 
all his Proteſtant-Subjects. This he 
might have done, with as much eaſe 
as he firſt attempted the Reformation, 
for the greateſt Difficulty generally 
attends the Beginning, more than the 
Concluſion of the Work, and 'tis a 
harder Task to begin, than to finiſh. 
A new Religion may be compar'd-to 
new Clothes, that fit 4 little ſtiff and 
uneaſy at Firſt, but Uſe reconcilin 
them to us, we : become ſatisfied, 
and like at laſt what before did not 
pleaſe us. E el 
This Truth Edward the Sixth con- 
firm'd, for when he camt to rhe 
Crown he was for repairing every 
thing in Religion that wanted * 

| made 
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the Introducing Popery, it was 


n 
made ſound and whole. For this Pur- 
poſe he publiſh'd Injunctions, which 
did forbid Images in Churches, ſo 
that he prevented a further Breach of 
the Second Commandment, in which 
Men are prohibited the Adoration of 


Images, and paying any Religious Wor- 


ſhip to them; this Piece of Idolatry 


he purg'd away from the Church of 
England. He commanded further, that 


Preachers in their Sermons, and alſo 


in their private Converſation, ſhould 
diſſuade Men from praying to Saints, 


and interceeding for the Dead ; he abo- 
liſh'd ſeveral Ceremonies, and would 


not ſuffer them to be obſerv'd in the 
Church. Several Biſhops were im. 
priſon'd for not obeying theſe Com- 
mands, as Bonner, Biſhop of London, 
Gu ardiner, Biſhop of Mincheſter, Tun. 


ſtal, Biſhop] of Darham , Heath, Biſhop 


of Rocheſter, and Day Biſhop of Chicheſter. 


Obſerve the Difference between a good 


and a bad Cauſe, and how the Former 
is often bleſt with Succeſs, and the Lat- 
ter curs'd with ill Fortune. When 
King James the Second ſent the Biſhops 
to the Tower for not complying with 
thoſe Edicts, which _ towards 
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nahckoly Subject, defiting rather to ſee 
che Sores of this Nation heal'd up, and 
ber uahappy Differences 
widen her Breaches; nor ſhall I cha rge 
any now living with the ſame Principles, 
who proſeſs the ſame Religion; as did 
the King's Murtherers; except they be 
ſuch, who juſtify. this horrid Fact, and 
ſpehd: the Aniverſary-Day in Rioting 
and-Drunkenneſs, by way of Contempt 
to Hs pious GP 1 n e 
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Charity and good Manners, I may 
compare to the: Wotſt. of Sinners , 
who would crueify our Saviour afreſh; 
and like the Scribes and Phariſes, would 
build the Sepulchres of thoſe Prophets 
which their Fathers kill'd. But fince 
we live under a Prince, whole utmoſt 
2 is to provide for our Good and 

pineſs, let us unite together in Love 

— Peace, in Loyalty and Obedience, 
10 our Law ful "1 mer rang And let not 
our Animoſities and Diviſions make the 
Crown fit uneaſy upon his Head, whoſe 
conſtant Endeavours are to make us eaſy. 
I can not magnify the Praiſes of this 
glorious Reign, had I the Pen of T, 
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